
 
August 3, 2026  

Dear Tetonia friends,  

After (what has seemed) a very quick July, welcome to August! I am hoping that you are well 

and enjoying our Teton summer!  

I was recently asked about our Local Option Tax. This is a small tax on sales in Tetonia. It is 

added to your purchases of any products within Tetonia including groceries, gas, hotel rooms and 

alcoholic beverages. It is the same tax you would find in other resort towns, including Driggs and 

Victor. These tax monies can be used by the City to maintain our sewer system, water system 

and roads. Understanding that the tourists who come through Tetonia benefit from our city 

infrastructure and the tourist use of our infrastructure is a burden on our sewer, water and roads 

– this allows the tourists to compensate for this burden. Let me know if you have any questions 

about this tax!  

As you know, our weather has been atypical this past winter and this summer. We have definitely 

had some warm days! While Teton Valley has fared better than other parts of Idaho, please 

recognize that Idaho is currently experiencing drought conditions. Please be careful with fires. Our 

fire personnel are busy fighting fires outside the valley. Let’s protect Teton Valley against fires. Also, 

be careful about your use of water. We need to conserve our water supply to make sure that we 

have enough water in the near future.  

You will notice that our Ruby Carson Park has had some improvements this summer! Come and see 

our new restroom facility (ADA compliant!). Also, check out our new basketball/pickleball court. Bring 

your family and enjoy this wonderful city park! We are planting Syringa bushes around our new 

restroom facility. The Syringa is the Idaho State Flower. You will also notice that our rail trail between 

Tetonia and Highway 33 has been paved. Bring your bikes and enjoy riding on our newly improved 

rail trail!  

Some of you have been receiving some survey requests via text messages. These are NOT from 

the City of Tetonia. If you have any input with regard to future growth of Tetonia, please 

send your comments and questions to me or to Jacque at City Hall. We would love to hear from you!  

I recently attended a meeting with our counterparts in Wyoming to discuss the proposed Targhee 

expansion. (Let me know if you would like a copy of my comments on the Targhee Expansion.) 

One of the Teton County, Wyoming commissioners said that at a public meeting someone asked 

why they couldn’t have a wonderful downtown – like Tetonia! People are noticing our beautiful 

(and quaint!) town!  

I hope you have a wonderful and safe August! Slow down on our roads. Don’t set off fireworks that 

could start a fire. Be quiet in the late evening. Pick up some trash! Keep Tetonia a spectacular small 

town. Get outside and enjoy the wonderful things that Tetonia has to offer!  

Mayor Brent Schindler 


